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Pulse Survey Overview
Survey conducted April, 2009
More than 1,600 respondents
Participating high school students representing:  
– Flagstaff, Gilbert, Paradise Valley, Phoenix, Mesa, Scottsdale, Tucson, 

Yuma

Even distribution across grades
– 9th – 25%
– 10th – 24%10 24%
– 11th – 27%
– 12th – 24%

Margin of error +3 0 percent at a 95%Margin of error +3.0 percent at a 95%                        
confidence level



Who is most influential to you related to 
d ti ?your education?

Other, please specify

Friend(s)

Coach

Guidance Counselor

, p p y

Mom

Dad

Other Family Member

( )
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A Teacher

The Principal

Mom

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0%

Other reported as:  self, siblings, friends, family, stepparents, 
guidance counselor



In what way(s) has this person influenced 
?you?  

Other, please specify

Gives me confidence that I could do it

Encourages me to value school

Helps me plan my class schedule

Talks to me about college and career choices

Helps me with homework

Challenges me to do well in school

Encouragesme to take tough classes

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0%

Other reported as:  teaches me to take initiative, pats me on the back, gives 
me expectations to live up to, believes in me, won’t let me give up, respects 
me 



How important do you think graduating from 
high school is to your future success?high school is to your future success?

Somewhat unimportant
1%

Extremely unimportant
7%

Somewhat important
9%

1% 7%

Extremely important
83%83%



Have you ever seriously considered 
d i t f h l?dropping out of school?

Yes
15%

No
85%



If you have considered dropping out, what was 
the most important reason why?p y

Not Applicable

Problems with friends

Need to get a job

Not doing well in school

Other, please specify

Don't see school's importance

Bored/not interested

Problems at home

Problems with friends

0 0% 5 0% 10 0% 15 0% 20 0% 25 0% 30 0% 35 0% 40 0% 45 0%

Classes are too tough

Classes are too easy

Classes aren't relevant to the real 
world

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0% 45.0%

Other reported as:  stress, tests, bored, bullying, pregnancy



How would you say Arizona students compare 
academically to their peers across the nation?academically to their peers across the nation?

Better than their peers
6%

Th th i

Don't know
36%

The same as their peers
20%

Worse than their peers
38%



Do you believe taking higher level math and 
science courses is important to your future?science courses is important to your future?

No
29%

YYes
71%



Who do you think you will be competing 
against for jobs after you graduate?against for jobs after you graduate?  

People in my community
19%

People around the world

People across Arizona
22%

People across the United 
States
32%

27%



How important do you think getting a college 
degree is to your future success?degree is to your future success?

Somewhat unimportant
2%

Extremely unimportant
2%

Somewhat important

Extremely important
78%

p
18%



Based on the education you’ve received so far, 
how prepared do you feel for college or a job?p p y g j

Not at all prepared
4%

Extremely prepared
22%

Somewhat 
unprepared

11%

Somewhat prepared
63%



What do you plan to do after graduating from 
high school?high school?

Join AmeriCorps Vista etc

Other, please specify

Travel

Take care of family (brothers, sisters or own children)

Join the military

Join AmeriCorps, Vista, etc.

Go to a community college out-of-state

Go to a career and technical education school

Work

Go to a 4-year college or university in Arizona

Go to a 4-year college or university out-of-state

Go to a community college in Arizona

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0%

Other reported as:  undecided, entertainment industry, creative 
arts, own business, cosmetology 



Student level of agreement with the 
followingfollowing…



My parents are encouraging me to go to 
college or a career and technical training co ege o a ca ee a d tec ca t a g
school.  

Somewhat Disagree
3%

Strongly Disagree
2%

Somewhat Agree

Strongly Agree

16%

g y g
79%



My parents are helping to ensure I am taking the 
classes I need to get into college or a career and 
technical training school.  

Strongly Disagree
5%

Somewhat 
Disagree

11%

Strongly Agree
48%

Somewhat Agree
36%



My parents are helping me to identify potential 
schoolsschools.  

Strongly 
Disagree

Strongly Agree
36%

Somewhat Disagree
16%

9%

Somewhat Agree
39%



My parents are helping me to fill out the required 
paperwork such as application, financial aid forms, etc.paperwork such as application, financial aid forms, etc.  

Strongly Agree
36%

Strongly Disagree
15%

36%
Somewhat Disagree

18%

Somewhat Agree
31%



My parents are helping me to select the community 
college/university/career and technical program that I 
will attend.  

Strongly Agree
35%

Strongly Disagree
13%

35%
Somewhat Disagree

16%

Somewhat Agree
36%



If you are not planning to go to university/community 
college, what is the main reason?

Other, please specify

Need to care for family

Don't see why it is important

Not an option for me

Don't have the money to go

Don't want to go

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0%

Don't have good enough grades

Don't think I would be successful

Other reported as:  irrelevant for career choice, military, will go later in 
life, don’t need to go, family problems, religious activities



What do you want to do for a career?

Government/Politics

Other, please specify

Not Sure

Science

Public Safety (Police, Fire,Corrections)

Travel/Tourism Industry

Arts and Culture

Construction

Finance and Banking

Education

Hospitality/Service/Food Services

Not-for-profit

Marketing, Media or Communications

Healthcare

Computers and Technology

Law

Engineering

g

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0%

Other reported as:  writer, professional sports, real estate, psychology, 
graphic design, interior design, aviation, mechanics, veterinary medicine, 
modeling singingmodeling, singing 



What best describes your family’s education 
background?background?

Don't know

A relative such as sibling, aunt, uncle or cousin is currently 
pursuing or already has a college degree

My parent(s) went to college, but did not graduate

At least one of my parents has a college degree

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0%

I will be the first in my family to go to university/community 
college



Length of time attending current 
h l di t i tschool district

3 - 4 years

More than 5 years

1 - 2 years

y

Less than 1 year

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0%



Gender

MaleMale
46%

Female
54%



Ethnicity

Asian-Pacific Islander
4% Native 

American
8%

White
53%Hispanic

31%

African-American
4%



ExpectMoreArizona.orgExpectMoreArizona.org

602 682 2093 or 1 866 972 6447602.682.2093 or 1.866.972.6447
info@ExpectMoreArizona.org


